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Cover Photo

New Members
We hope you enjoy your association 
with our Society and that you will 
benefit from the resources, meetings 
and workshops that are available. 

A warm welcome is extended to:
Sue Jeffreys, Mallabula
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President’s Two Cents’ Worth
Diane Gillespie

After the General Meeting in October, I was reminded of the familiar saying, ‘it 
takes a village to raise a child.’ This sentiment also rings true when it comes to 
running a community group or family history society.
At Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society, we’re fortunate to have 
members who willingly volunteer their time and enthusiasm to move our Society 
forward. Everyone brings unique abilities, finding roles where they can contribute 
— whether it’s leading a group, giving a talk, editing our Footsteps journal, doing 
library duty or simply remembering to bring refreshments, vacuuming the hall, or 
taking out the rubbish. Each act helps build our shared sense of community and 
belonging.
Every task plays a part in supporting our circle of family historians here in Port 
Macquarie. Small efforts truly matter, with many vital contributions happening 
quietly behind the scenes to keep our Society operating seamlessly. 
Our collective commitment has allowed us to host conferences for the NSW 
Association of Family History Societies, publish thoroughly researched books, 
hold regular meetings for members, and offer courses to help beginners grow more 
confident in tracing their own family history.
I’m extremely thankful for the members who generously share their expertise to 
help others, as well as everyone who supports these ongoing efforts.
Our latest publication, Tangled Lives, will be 
officially launched at our December General 
Meeting. This work is the result of a dedicated 
research team, expertly led by Trysha Hanly, with 
valuable contributions from David Hanly and Clive 
Smith. Building upon our previous release, Rowdy 
Voices & Quiet Whispers, this new publication 
further explores and illuminates the experiences of 
female convicts who arrived in Port Macquarie.
As we approach the Christmas season, may I wish 
everyone a very happy Christmas and a happy, 
healthy New Year. Spend the holidays with those 
you love and remember to keep asking those family 
history questions.
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Each edition of Footsteps for this year has focussed on a decade of our Society, and the centre 
pages of this edition, No. 177, focus on the happenings in the fourth and most recent decade of our 
Society. In the process of preparing the centre pages of all four editions for this year I have trawled 
through the 176 previous Footsteps editions. 
Our Society began with modest resources and has expanded and flourished into what it is today. 
However, what has impressed me most of all, and I’ve been astonished and overwhelmed by, is the 
massive numbers of members who, over those four decades, have volunteered so much of their time and 
energy to the benefit of our Society. Indeed, through my reading of all those past Footsteps editions, I 
have witnessed the community spirit, good will and fellowship that is engendered when our volunteers 
work with a common aim. It is extraordinary to see that! Our Society is based around people! 

Also in this edition, contributors have submitted articles on our theme of 
biographies. Anne Powell, a first-time contributor, and Peter Day, a regular 
contributor, have biographies about their soldier ancestors who served in wars. 
Remembrance Day on 11th November commemorates the end of World War 1 in 
1918, and it is on this day we honour all those who served and died in both Wars 
and subsequent conflicts. 

Diane McCue pays homage to her special grandmother in her biography, and Pam Moodie presents 
her delightful account of a precious memory she has.
Just a note about the winner in our draw at our May meeting. This draw includes all contributors 
to Footsteps and each year at our May meeting names are drawn from a hat. This year Diane Palos 
won the free annual membership for the year 2025-2026.
Our Writers’ Support Group meets on the first Monday afternoon of each month in Meeting Room 
No 2 at the library. I have benefitted greatly from attending these meetings and I encourage you to 
join us so that you too can see your articles in print in Footsteps.

Do you have a family photo? 
Do you have a family photo you would like to share? We are 
always looking for images for the Footsteps cover. Portrait 
(vertical) images work best. To fit the image, we may have to 
crop it. If so, we will endeavour to reproduce the whole photo 
inside the issue. Even if you don’t know who is in the photo, 
you never know, someone else might. 
Images should be at least 1MB in size and .jpg, or .png format 
preferred. Please email your image and a 25 word description 
to the editor. If you have a good photo but don’t have a digital 
version, let the Editor know, we may be able to help.

Rosa Maud Brace,  
1882-1956.

Born in Melbourne, Rosa’s parents died when she 
was a toddler. She and her two brothers were 
separated and Rosa grew up in Echuca. She was 
the second wife of Albert Edmund Kinsey and 
they had six children. Rosa is the great-great 
grandmother of PMDFHS member, Anne Powell.

From the Editor
Leonie HilesCelebrating 

40 years
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A Matter of Duty
Anne Powell

My great-grandfather, John Edward Wood, had been in Australia for 
barely three years when he enlisted.1 He volunteered to leave his 

wife, child and immediate family to fight on the other side of the world. 
Why he made this choice, it is not possible to know for certain — we don’t 
have any diaries or letters written by him. He did not survive the war and 
the commemoration of his sacrifice illustrates the Australian response to 
memorializing its soldiers, which differed to most other countries. 

Background
John was the fourth of seven children, born 11 June 1881 in Coatham, 
Yorkshire to William, and Elizabeth Neasham.2 He married Edith Mary 
Jackson on 31 October 1907 in Norton, Durham and they had three 
children, two of whom died in infancy.3 He was a gardener and his father 
was a farmer who died in 1906. 4

John, his wife and son travelled to Australia on the Themistocles, in June 
1913. His mother and three sisters, were with them.5 The 1915 electoral roll shows John, all his 
siblings and their respective spouses living in Rochester or nearby Nanneella.6 

Why volunteer?
One of John’s grand-children, Fay, remembers Edith saying she didn’t want him to go, but he felt 
it was his duty.8 At the time, Australia had not introduced conscription. ‘The pressure to enlist was 
intense….The shame became so severe that authorities finally introduced a “rejected volunteer” 
badge’.9 Despite this, more chose to stay than volunteer, only 38.7% of eligible men enlisted.10 
Respondents to the 1916 ‘Call to Arms’ appeal gave many reasons for not enlisting, including: their 
role as provider; a family member already enlisted; stress to aging parents and loved ones; wifely 
objections; the value of farming to the nation; knowledge of conditions at the front; the loss of life 
and injury and being a parent.11 Many of these reasons applied to John. He and his brother, Thomas, 
were the only two male members of the Wood family living at Nanneella in 1915, the women were 
employed in home duties.12 His brother, Watson, had enlisted the year before, so the family had 
already had one family member at risk.13

While numbers fluctuated during the war, enlistments were decreasing in 1916, when John 
volunteered. January was the highest month for that year and numbers continued to decrease to 
about 6,500 each in June, July and August. They increased in September and October following 
the announcement of the referendum but then continued to decline in November and December.14 
When John enlisted, only 16% of men were married and only 8% were aged 35-39.15 So why did 
John enlist when so many like him did not? 
An article in John’s local newspaper, the Rochester Express, recorded his and other local men’s 
enlistment and names two men who applied but were rejected on medical grounds, so there may 
have been strong local sentiment that men should enlist.16 
English-born in Victoria were the third largest group of volunteers, roughly 18%.17 Jobson says 
of English-born volunteers: ‘These men were affected by the call to defend the Empire….also …

John Edward Wood, c. 1913. 
Photo owned by the family. 
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the prospect of a free trip home…. The high rate of pay’.18 Jobson’s claims seem uncharitable or 
inaccurate. John’s extended family were in Australia so the need for a free trip home seems unlikely. 
‘Many men and their families investigated the rates of pay and ‘came up short’.19 John had only 
been in Australia for a short time and he may have felt a responsibility to his former home.
Religion may have played a part, ‘the number of Anglicans increased significantly in the middle 
part of the war’.20 After John’s death, a fellow soldier sought to return John’s bible to his widow.21 
That John had a bible with him on the battlefield may have been convention or because of a strong 
faith. If so, the increased enlistments by those of a similar belief may have influenced him. 
He was from Victoria, which accounted for 29% of enlistments.22 Robson says of the great Victorian 
recruiting drive of July 1915 to August 1916 that ‘certainly Victoria was greatly stung by … the 
conclusion that is was unpatriotic and not pulling its weight’.23 Arthur Watt, also of Nanneella, 
completed his Attestation form and signed his oath in Bendigo as the same days as John: 23 May 
and 15 June 1916 respectively.24 Arthur was one of seven sons and six, possibly seven, enlisted. 

25 John and Arthur may have been friends, or at least knew each other and John may have felt he 
should make the same contribution as Arthur and his brother. 

War Service
John’s war service was not long. He was a Private in the 60th Battalion and he left Melbourne on 
25 September 1916 on the Shropshire and arrived at Plymouth on 11 November 1916. He travelled 
to France on the Princess Clementine, 30 December 1916. He was killed in action on the first day 
of the Battle of Polygon Wood, Belgium: 26 September 1917.26 Polygon Wood was ‘a significant 
landmark in the Ypres Salient battlefields….the trees had been all but destroyed by shellfire.’27 
5,770 Australians were killed or wounded in that battle.28

He was awarded the British War Medal, for 28 days operational service between 1914 and 1920 and 
the Victory Medal, which was given to all who served in the armed forces in the First World War.

Commemoration
John’s body lies somewhere in Belgium, on the other side of the world from his family.29 Without 
a body, the family were denied the usual rituals of a funeral, burial and headstone. Church services 
were held Sunday, 4 November, 1917 in Nanneella and Rochester to commemorate the loss of John 
and Capt. W H East, which hopefully provided a form of substitute funeral and source of comfort. 30 
John’s name is on the Menin Gate Memorial and the Australian War Memorial.31 He is also on three 
Honour Boards and a memorial in his local area and they honour those who served and note those 
who died. 32 The Rochester War Memorial does not list names, but commemorates: ‘Those who 
served, 1914-1918 – 1939-1945’.33 About half of Australian war memorials list those who served as 
well as those who died, a practice which does not appear to happen in other countries.34 This gives a 
different meaning to these memorials, they become ‘a way of honouring the digger in general’ and 
reduces the visibility of those who made the ultimate sacrifice.35

John’s choice may have been a struggle or a straightforward decision. It seems likely it was made 
on behalf of the greater good and being well aware of the danger ahead. 
1	 Service record, John Edward Wood, B2455, National Archives of Australia, p 1; Passenger list, Themistocles, 

departed 19 June 1913, The National Archives, England, Findmypast, 4 September 2022.
2	 Birth, John Edward Wood, Sep. qtr. 1881, Guisborough, GRO, vol 9d, p 480; Census record for Wood family, 

Yorkshire, Census Returns of England and Wales, 1901, Ancestry.com, 4 September 2022. 
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3	 Marriage, John Edward Wood and Edith Mary Jackson, Dec. qtr. 1907, Stockton, GRO, vol 10a, p94; Birth, John 
Edward Wood, Jun. qtr. 1911, Guisborough, GRO, vol 9d, p504; Birth, Harriet and Bessie Wood, Sep. qtr. 1909, 
Guisborough, GRO, vol 10A, p103, index only; Death, Harriet Wood, Mar. qtr. 1909, Guisborough, GRO, vol 9d, 
p 345, index; Death reg. of Bessie Wood, Jun. qtr. 1909, Guisborough, GRO, Vol 9d, p303, index.

4	 Census, John Edward Wood, 1911 England and Wales, Ancestry.com, 2 September 2022; Death cert., William 
Wood, Mar. qtr. 1906, GRO, vol 9d, p 334.

5	 Marriage, Christina [Christiana] Wood and James Henry Bailey, Sep. qtr. 1909, Guisborough, GRO, vol 9d, page 
908, index; Passenger list entries for Wood and Bailey families, Themistocles, London.

6	 Marriage, Watson Wood and Adeline Charlotte Vickers, Registry of BDM, Victoria, 1913/6290, index; Marriage, 
Ann Wood and Francis William Knights, Dec. qtr. 1906, Guisborough, GRO, vol 9d, p 991, index, Ancestry.
com, 14 September, 2022; Electoral roll, Wood families, Rochester and Nanneella, pp 41-42; Annie and Francis 
William Knights, p 20; Christina [Christiana] and James Henry Bailey, p2, Rochester, Echuca, Victoria, 1915, 
Electoral Rolls, 1903–1980, pp 41-42, Ancestry.com, 4 September, 2022. 

8	 Fay Powell to Anne Powell [phone conversation] 3 September 2022.
9	 Chris Sheedy, Home front pressures a major problem for those who did not serve, Canberra Times, 23 April 2018, 

n.p., 14 September 2022.
10	K H Jobson, ‘First AIF enlistment patterns and reasons for their variation’, Australian Defence Force Journal, 

Sept/Oct 1998 (132), 61-66, p 61, 4 September 2022.
11	Bart Ziino, ‘Enlistment and Non-enlistment in Wartime Australia: Responses to the 1916 Call to Arms Appeal’, 

Australian Historical Studies, 2010, 41 (2) 217-232, pp 222-225 and 229, 8 September 2022. 
12	Electoral roll, Wood family, Nanneella.
13	Service record of Watson Wood, First Australian Imperial Force Personnel Dossiers, p1.
14	K H Jobson, ‘First AIF enlistment patterns and reasons for their variation’, Figure 3, p 64.
15	Service record of John Edward Wood, p1; K H Jobson, ‘First AIF enlistment patterns and reasons for their variation’, p 61.
16	‘Commercial’, Rochester Express, 26 May 1916, p7, 14 September, 2022. 
17	L L Robson, ‘The origin and character of the first A.I.F., 1914-1918’: Some statistical evidence, Australian 

Historical Studies, 1973, 15 (61), 737-749, 738-739, 4 September 2022.
18	K H Jobson, ‘First AIF enlistment patterns and reasons for their variation’, p 62.
19	Bart Ziino, ‘Enlistment and Non-enlistment in Wartime Australia, p 223.
20	L L Robson, ‘The origin and character of the first A.I.F., 1914-1918’, p 741.
21	Service record of John Edward Wood, p 33.
22	L L Robson, ‘The origin and character of the first A.I.F., 1914-1918’, 738.
23	L L Robson, ‘The origin and character of the first A.I.F., p 740.
24	First Australian Imperial Force Personnel Dossiers. 1914-1920, National Archives of Australia, B2455, Wood, 

John Edward, pp 1-2 and Watt, Arthur, pp 1-2.
25	‘Six Sons in the Army’, The Age, 23 May 1916, p 8, accessed 5 September, 2022.
26	Service record of John Edward Wood, p 27.
27	Australian War Memorial, ‘Battle of Polygon Wood’, n.d., accessed 5 September, 2022. 
28	Australian War Memorial, ‘Battle of Polygon Wood’.
29	University of New South Wales Canberra, John Edward Wood, AIF Project website, 12 September 2022.
30	‘In Memoriam’, Rochester Express, 9 November 1917, p 3, accessed 12 September 2022.
31	University of New South Wales Canberra, John Edward Wood.
32	John Foster, Secretary, Rochester Historical and Pioneer Society, [photo], 26 August 2022 and [email]  

1 September, 2022, originals held by author; Lost Nanneella Timmering, World War 1 Honor Roll [Facebook post], 
29 October 2017, 13 September, 2022; Monument Australia, Holy Trinity Rochester & District Honour Roll, n.d., 
13 September 2022.

33	Monument Australia, Rochester RSL War Memorial, 13 September 2022.
34	K S Inglis & Jock Phillips, ‘War memorials in Australia and New Zealand: A comparative survey’, Australian 

Historical Studies, 1991, 24 (96): 179-191, 186, 13 September 2022.
35	K S Inglis & Jock Phillips, ‘War memorials in Australia and New Zealand: A comparative survey’, p186.
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Tangled Lives: Love and Loss in Port 
Macquarie Penal Settlement

New from the Forget-Me-Not Team

Following Rowdy Voices & Quiet Whispers (2024), this new 
volume - Tangled Lives: Love and Loss in Port Macquarie Penal 
Settlement - brings to light the stories of 36 more female convicts 
and the men who crossed their paths. These are tales of survival 
and struggle, of broken hearts and bold defiance, of love found and 
love lost.
Among them is Fanny Murray, a spirited red-haired Irish girl 
assigned to Stephen Partridge, Superintendent of Convicts at Port 
Macquarie. Fanny refused to conform, declaring she wouldn’t 
live like a caged bird and wished to go out when she pleased. Her 
defiance saw her returned to the Port Macquarie Female Factory.
Then there’s Bridget Sweeney, who had already taken part in a 
riot at the Parramatta Female Factory before being sent north. In 
Port Macquarie, she continued to rebel — drinking, absconding, 
and behaving badly. She gave birth to a son, but struggled with 
motherhood, even attempting (unsuccessfully) to return the child to the doctor.
Esther Scott, a Scottish woman transported for breaking and entering, was assigned to Robert 
Ackroyd. She was soon brought before the Bench of Magistrates for insolence, neglect of duties, 
and untidiness — and sent back to the Factory. Later, she married fellow convict Thomas Shaw, 
and they had a son, William. But tragedy struck: while Thomas was away, Esther was brutally 
murdered. Her son was found uninjured, ‘weltering in blood at her breast’.
Our team has worked from colonial records to piece together these fragments, and we’ve tried to 
honour each life with care and respect. Some of these women faded quietly into history. Others 
helped shape the families and communities we know today.
We hope this book helps their voices echo a little longer — and reminds us that even 200 years later, 
their stories still matter.

Special Pre-Launch Price $15
Recommended Retail Price $25 plus postage

Order and payment must be received by 13 December 2025
Order and pay online here:  
https://square.link/u/LL9zr6tQ or use the QR code
or 
hand your order form and cash payment to the PMDFHS representative.

https://square.link/u/LL9zr6tQ
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Words Unspoken – the Story of  
Clara Jane South

Diane McCue

Clara Jane South née Connelly (known in the family as Calamity Jane) was my very special 
maternal grandmother. She was thoughtful, intuitive and understanding. When I bit my nails 

to the quick as a child, she didn’t scold; she said she couldn’t visit me unless I stopped. She knew 
how much I would miss her; I stopped straight away. In the 1950s, when my parents’ finances were 
limited, she went without to provide a student’s desk for my brother and a fleecy dressing gown 
for me. When she visited us on the odd weekend she left a ten-shilling note under our pillows, a 
treasure to be discovered after she went home. We gave the money to Mum to help out with the 
housekeeping.
Nan was born in 1898 to Patrick and Sarah Abbie Connelly.1 She and her seven siblings grew up 

on the family property, Rose Vale, at Bredbo in the Monaro district. They lived in a typical Monaro 
cottage built by her father in 1883 and added to as the family expanded. Life on the property was 
challenging; there was no electricity, water was drawn from the Gungoandra Creek, bushfires and 
plagues of rabbits threatened the crops. The family had to be self-sufficient, growing turnips to 
feed the livestock and selling rabbit pelts for extra income.2 But there was love and laughter in their 
home and the siblings remained close all their lives.
In 1916, Nan married Peter South against the advice of her parents. Peter had contracted rheumatic 
fever as a child and it was known that sufferers did not live past their thirties. They moved to a 
property in rural Gundary where Peter was employed as a farm labourer. Oftentimes Nan had to 
search for him on the property when he had collapsed from exhaustion. Her beloved husband passed 
away from pneumonia in 1932 at the age of 36.3 At the height of the Great Depression she was a 
young widow with five children aged from fourteen years to ten months. She moved to Goulburn 
and raised her family alone. 
Not wishing to evoke painful memories I never asked Nan 
about Peter. Instead I waited till she and Mum talked about 
him and stored up every recollection. I borrowed books 
from the library about the history of Goulburn for Nan to 
read, not realising that reminders of Goulburn could still be 
distressing for her. Despite any discomfort she felt, Nan knew 
that borrowing the books showed my interest in our family 
history, and this created an unspoken dialogue between us. 
From then on she chose the moments to share her sacred 
memories.
During a family visit in December 1976, she declared, ‘I’ve 
been married sixty years today’. Sometime later she waited 
till we were alone to say, ‘that’s Peter South’s wedding 
ring’, as she placed this treasure in my hand and walked 
away, meaning for me to keep it. She wanted her memories 
preserved but she didn’t want to talk about them. 

Peter and Clara South with Richard.
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In her later years Nan lived in Parramatta. Shopping 
expeditions ‘uptown’ were always an adventure when 
market researchers, who should have known better, 
asked Nan for her opinions:
Researcher: ‘Excuse me Madam, what do you think of 
brand X soap?’ 
Nan: ‘Well, it’d be alright if I wanted to tan a kangaroo 
hide, but I wouldn’t use it on my face.’
Nan left us in July 1994.4 I wanted to continue her story 
but feared that now she was gone, so much would be 
left undiscovered. But in the same way that she slipped 
ten shillings under our pillows to be found later, she 
left behind precious fragments of her life which came to 
light after her passing. 
My uncle gave me Nan’s photo albums; names, dates 
and places on the back of each photo help to piece 
together the stories of the people and events in her life. 
Postcards tell of her travels and impressions while a 
Back to Bredbo ribbon commemorates her reunion with 
school chums in 1979. 
Her nephew, a contributor to Monaro Pioneers website, 

contacted me to say that when her beloved Rose Vale was sold in 1982, Nan wrote a letter to the 
new owner telling him about her family’s life there.5 She was concerned about the grave of her half-
brother who died as an infant before Nan was born. She referred to him fondly as ‘Little Joseph’. 
She wanted the new owner to know about the lilies on his grave that come up every year so they 
wouldn’t be destroyed by a plough. I can still hear her voice in the words of her letter: ‘I know you 
will be pleased with our History, if I think of any more I will let you know. We drove a horse and 
buggy and horse and sulky to Bredbo to church or to Easter Monday sports — makes me laugh now 
to think of it, driving along with a sunshade on a long handle.’6 

It was always fun deciphering Nan’s letters and postcards written with her stream of consciousness 
style and lack of punctuation! 
Some years later, Nan’s photo of Rose Vale homestead popped up unexpectedly in an online article 
about her property. Now managed by Bush Heritage Australia, the property has been renamed 
Scottsdale.7 The article stated ‘On Scottsdale, atop a small rise beside Gungoandra Creek, lies a 
scattered pile of stones and some rusted pieces of iron’.8 We visited Scottsdale and followed the 
dirt track to the ruins of her homestead. Lying in the dust were a brass bed post, the front door lock 
flattened by a bulldozer, and a fragment of the rusted, cast iron fireplace grate. Bricks scattered 
among the tall grasses were all that remained of the oven her father built. Nan baked extra bread 
and cakes in that oven when her married sisters visited at Christmas. 
Nan was the matriarch of our family; she was at the centre of celebrations for birthdays, Mother’s 
Day, Easter and Christmas because we knew how lucky we were to have her well into her 90s. She 
always arrived with a tray of just baked meatballs but never divulged the secret ingredients that 
made them so delicious!

Clara in the 1970s
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She was always happy, her mischievous grin signalling an exciting adventure to be enjoyed with 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. I feel her presence when I sit at the computer adding 
details to our family history. She peers over my shoulder amazed at the stories that emerge of her 
ancestors and their descendants. She’s looking over my shoulder now …
1	 New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Birth Index entry for Clara Jane Connelly 29935/1898. 
2	 Conversation between Ken Flanagan and George Main, 1 March 2007.
3	 ‘Funeral Notice’, Goulburn Evening Penny Post, (NSW: 1881 - 1940), 24 August 1932, p2.
4	 New South Wales Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Death Index entry for Clara Jane South 27149/1994.  
5	 http://monaropioneers.com/TNG/getperson.php?personID=I5120&tree=MP.
	 Letter from Clara South to Simon Luddington, unpublished, 2 December 1982, held by her nephew, Ken 

Flanagan.
6	 Letter from Clara South.
7	 ‘Turbulence — a note from Scottsdale’, in John Reid & George Main (eds), Scottsdale, ANU School of Art, 

Canberra, 2007. 
8	 Bush Heritage Australia, https://www.bushheritage.org.au/places-we-protect/new-south-wales/scottsdale.

Bendeich Family Reunion
26-29 March 2027 in Branxton NSW

Two stepbrothers from Germany arrived in the Hunter Valley, NSW in 1855, beginning 
a dynasty that reaches across Australia. Their names were Joseph Karl (1821-1886) 
and George Joseph (1827-1894) and they arrived on the Peru. They had followed their 
cousin, Franz Joseph (1820-1894), who arrived in 1853 on the Helene. His family settled 
in the Shoalhaven/Braidwood districts.
We are keen to inform as many descendants as possible of the four-day reunion weekend.
The branches of the family married into many other German lines who migrated to 
Australia, including Ernst, Brunner and Hoffman.
The Facebook public group, Bendeich Family History, has more details including the 
Bendeich Family Reunion - Easter 2027 page.
Further enquiries to Therese Campbell: theresefcampbell@gmail.com.

http://monaropioneers.com/TNG/getperson.php?personID=I5120&tree=MP
https://www.bushheritage.org.au/places-we-protect/new-south-wales/scottsdale
https://www.facebook.com/groups/951930843591897/
mailto:theresefcampbell%40gmail.com?subject=
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Celebrating

40 years
The Fourth Decade: 2015–2025

We have endeavoured through the four Footsteps editions this year, to present a summary of our 
forty years as a family history society. If we have errors in any facts, please contact us so history 
may be correctly recorded.

FOOTSTEPS
During the decade from 2015 to 2025 the editor and committee wanted to encourage more members 
to contribute to Footsteps. For inspiration a theme was chosen for each edition, e.g., ‘Women and 
their role in History’, ‘Tracing the lives of your convict ancestors’, ‘Insights gained into ancestors 
through DNA’, ‘Homes in which our ancestors lived’, ‘First members of our families to migrate to 
Australia’. This proved very successful and encouraged more members to write.
Another innovation was to choose a contributor each year and give them $20. This was upgraded 
to a free annual membership. 
Some regular features of Footsteps included:
‘Computer Corner’: Rex Toomey began this regular feature in May 2005. He wrote 60 articles, 
finishing in August 2020. His articles were informative and even though times have changed, many 
are still relevant today.
‘Keeping My Tree Clean’: From Nov 2016 to Aug 2018, Brian Panisset contributed five articles 
titled, ‘Keeping My Tree Clean’. 
‘The Dina Diary’: Beginning in November 2016, with his DiNA Diary, Ken Hunt aimed to bring 
interesting and challenging facts about how DNA testing can be used to enhance family history research. 
‘Forget Me Not’ Project: From May 2022 until February 2024, Trysha Hanly wrote regularly about 
selected female convicts whose lives she was researching in preparation for the book, Rowdy Voices 
& Quiet Whispers. Margaret Blight occasionally joined Trysha when updating members on the 
progress of the associated female convict bonnets project. 

Infoemail
Emailed monthly to all members, InfoEmail provides up-to-date information on society news, 
meeting dates, social events, support groups’ meeting dates and topics, research initiatives, and 
advertisements from other societies. September 2018 was the 100th edition of Infoemail. The March 
2020, edition 116, was followed a fortnight later with 116A, ‘The Covid 19 Edition’. Fortnightly 
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editions followed until October 2020, edition 133A. President, Diane Gillespie, wanted to keep 
our members informed and inspired throughout the Covid lockdown.

MEETINGS AND ALL-DAY SEMINARS
We have been meeting at the CC Mac Adams Centre on the second Saturday of the month for every 
meeting this decade, with an abundance of interesting guest speakers. Unlike other decades with so 
many time and venue changes, the only change was commencing the meeting 15 minutes earlier.
The impact of Covid-19 restrictions were difficult times (see below), but it has meant that our 
general meetings are now accessible for members to view on Zoom. 
All day seminars were conducted by Robyn Denley and Steve Ford (2016); Kerry Farmer (2019); 
Ken Hunt and Pauline Every (2019); Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, David Roberts, Meg Keneally, 
Tamsin O’Connor, Perry McIntyre and John Heath, (April 2021); Bicentennial Convict Database/
Forget Me not Project, Michelle Patient (2023); Andrew Redfern and Annual Conference Zoom 
in 2024 and 2025.

COVID-19
Covid-19 quarantine requirements hugely impacted the organisation and future of our society.  
We were sent into lockdown on the first rehearsal day for our 2021 Annual Conference.
We cancelled our April 2020 General Meeting. After learning about Zoom, President Diane 
Gillespie took on the task of organising our meetings on Zoom, with our first Zoom meeting in 
May 2020. In November 2020, ‘Open House’ was conducted via Zoom from 6.30pm-7.30pm on 
two evenings per week. 
From July to October 2020, our general meetings resumed at the CC MacAdams Centre with 
‘social distancing’ rules in force. We were permitted 20, then 40 members at each meeting, with 
other members on Zoom. All Support Groups remained on Zoom until the library gradually opened 
which allowed us to have face-to-face groups. It took us a long time to have everyone back at 
meetings and groups, but Zoom was a wonderful way to keep in contact with other members. 

SUPPORT GROUPS AND COURSES
During the decade the committee organised monthly Support Groups which were conducted each 
Monday at the library for two hours. These include Research Support; Family Search, Ancestry/
Family Tree Maker; Convicts; DNA; Roots Magic; and Writers’ Groups.

AWARDS
Society members were responsible for many awards this decade. Footsteps was submitted three 
times in The Nick Vine Hall Award. Margaret Blight was editor in 2020 when Runner Up was 
awarded for our November 2019 Footsteps edition. Wendy Haynes and Leonie Hiles were editors 
in 2024 when second place was awarded for our May 2023 Footsteps edition.
Webmaster, Pauline Every, won the Dorothy Fellowes Award in 2017 for best website initiated 
and maintained by a society member.
Clive Smith won the Mander-Jones Awards, coordinated by the Australian Society of Archivists 
(ASA), in 2021 in Category 2B for the publication, Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts.

PODCASTS
In November 2016 Brian Panisset described how the society recently produced a series of podcasts 
to assist those starting or progressing their research. Brian organised several members to record 
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the podcasts at the library in the Imaginarium, a studio which features a wide range of recording 
equipment and software. There are 23 podcasts of about five minutes that may be accessed on our 
website.

CHARITIES
Each year our Society elects to support a particular charity. These have included Cancer Council 
Biggest Morning Tea (2017), ‘Buy a Bale’ to support Aussie farmers (2018), BlazeAid Australia for 
local bushfire victims (2020), ‘Pop up Pantry’ for Port Macquarie flood victims (2021), Dementia 
Australia (2022), Make a Difference (M.A.D.) (2023), Hastings Cancer Trust (2024) and Hastings 
Home Hospice Inc (2025) which provides support to people with life-threatening illnesses.

AFFILIATIONS
PMDFHS is affiliated with the Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS), Parramatta Female 
Factory Friends, Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Inc. (AFFHO) and NSW 
& ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Members continued to enjoy social events this decade. Summer and spring barbeques were held at 
McInherney Park and Settlement Point. A Heritage Walk was conducted by Richard Grimmond in 
May 2016. A trip to Innes Ruins in 2017 was a beautiful day, and over twenty members gathered 
at Abundance Café to enjoy a St Patrick’s Day luncheon in 2021. A cemetery picnic to update our 
Cemetery records was held in November 2022, with over 20 members present.
Over the years, members enjoyed several productions at the Players Theatre with the Gould Room 
being secured for members to get together. Christmas dinners were held at the Port Macquarie Golf 
Club and Noshtalgia Restaurant, and for two years members enjoyed Christmas in July celebrations 
at Comboyne. During 2020, when Covid restrictions applied, members enjoyed a BYO Christmas 
Picnic at McInherney Park. 

DONATIONS/ADDITIONS 
Following the successful 2015 NSWACT Annual Conference in Port Macquarie, the committee 
decided to install a data projector in CC MacAdams Centre for the use of groups who use the 
centre. Our meetings were then conducted on PowerPoint which meant we no longer needed to 
supply paper copies of the agenda at the door. 
In February 2016, PMDFHS purchased an audio system with two microphones and a lapel mike. 
This system was updated in 2022 with a full sound system and wall mounted speakers, three 
microphones and a lapel mike.
Our Society has made substantial 
donations to our public library 
each year from 2016 to assist in 
the continuation of a subscription 
to FindMyPast which is made 
available in the Local Studies 
Room at the library for use by 
both our members and the public.

Presentation of cheque to Jim McGuire,  
Manager of Port Macquarie Library, December 2016.
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Secretary
2015-16	 Wendy Anson
2016-25	 Jennifer Mullin

President
2015-16	 Rex Toomey
2016-25	 Diane Gillespie

Vice-President
2015-16	 Diane Gillespie
2016-19	 Rex Toomey
2019-20	 Warren Luxford,
	 Pauline Every
2020-22	 Alastair Moss
2022-23	 Sue Brindley
2023-24	 Dawn Stephens
2024-25	 Sue Brindley

Treasurer
2015-25	 Clive Smith

COMMITTEE MEMBERS*
In compiling a list of the members of our Society who volunteered to be committee members, we 
have only recorded the Executive members on the website Honour Roll. We would like to recognise 
all committee members. This list is for the fourth decade of 2015-2025. Please note, officer bearers 
are elected mid-year, so some terms will extend into the previous and following decade.
* This listing is possibly incomplete and only as accurate as records permit. 

Minutes Secretary
2017-19	 Bob Hincksman
2019-25	 Jennifer Mullin

Journals
2014-18	 Diane Gillespie,
	 Sue Brindley
2018-19	 Pauline Hincksman,
	 Sue Brindley
2019-22	 Greg Hearne,
	 Alastair Moss,
	 Margaret Hill
2022-23	 Neryl Kirton
2023-25	 Helen Hoare,
	 Michelle Kilburn

InfoEmail
2014-18	 Rex Toomey
2018-25	 Diane Gillespie,
	 Jennifer Mullin

Membership
2015-24	 Jennifer Mullin
2024-25	 Jennifer Mullin,
	 Sue Brindley

Acquisitions/Archives
2015-25	 Clive Smith

Facebook
2015-20	 Pauline Every
2019-20	 Bev Mulcahy
2021-25	 Pauline Every

Find a Grave
2018-25	 Carol Smallman

Footsteps Editor
2014-15	 Eugenia Rauch
2015-18	 Shirley Aitchison 
2018-20	 Margaret Blight
2021-22	 Narelle Milligan
2022-23	 Narelle Milligan,
	 Wendy Haynes
2023-24	 Wendy Haynes,
	 Leonie Hiles
2024-25	 Leonie Hiles
2025	 Leonie Hiles,
	 Anne Powell

General Meetings Roster
2014-16	 May Watson,
	 Gwen Grimmond
2016-20	 Gwen Grimmond
2020-24	 Dawn Stephens
2024-25	 Joy Wignall

Library Assistant
2020-24	 Pauline Hincksman
2025	 Bernice Darby

Museum Heritage Group
2014-16	 Rex Toomey
2016–25	 Diane Gillespie
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Publications
2011-18	 Yvonne Toomey, Tile Tales.
2017-18	 Trysha Hanly, Port Macquarie-Hastings Cemetery Trail.
	 David Hanly, Port Macquarie-Hastings Cemetery Trail.
2019-20	 Clive Smith, Port Macquarie Last Convicts.
2022-24	 Trysha Hanly, Rowdy Voices & Quiet Whispers.
2025	 Trysha Hanly, Tangled Lives

Research
2014-19	 Team
2019-22	 Trysha Hanly
2022-23	 Peter Day,
	 Helen Hoare 
2023-25	 Peter Day

Public Officer
2014-25	 Clive Smith

Ryerson Index
2014-23	 Kay Browne
	 Terry Browne
2023-24	 Kay Browne,
	 Lis Hannelly
2025	 Lis Hannelly

Project Coordinator
2013-25	 Bibliographical Database/Port Macquarie People:
	 Rex Toomey
2013-19	 Port Macquarie Gaol Break-up Version 2:
	 Clive Smith
2013-18	 Swimming Pool Tile Stories:
	 Yvonne Toomey
2018-20	 Port Macquarie Small Debts Register:
	 Sue Brindley
2018-25	 Port Macquarie Rate Book:
	 Rex Toomey, Yvonne Toomey
2022-23	 Forget-me-not Project (female convicts):
	 Margaret Blight, David Hanly, Trysha Hanly,  
	 Clive Smith
2023	 Forget-me-not Bonnet Project:
	 Margaret Blight
2024-25	 Indexing of Footsteps:
	 Anne Powell

Library Roster
2014-21	 Sue Brindley
2021-25	 Janet Brown

Social Coordinator
2014-15	 May Watson
2015-16	 Mary Flemming,
	 Jennifer Mullin
2016-21	 Margaret Blight
2021-22	 Jennifer Mullin
2022-24	 Dawn Stephens
2024-25	 Dawn Stephens,
	 Jennifer Mullin

Welfare
2017-18	 Yvonne Toomey
2018-19	 Anne Gaffney
2019-22	 Yvonne Toomey
2022-25	 Margaret Blight
2025	 Diane Gillespie

Website
2014-18	 Pauline Every
2018-19	 Warren Luxford
2019-23	 Sue Brindley
2023-24	 vacant
2024-25	 Rex Toomey

Publicity
2014-20	 Pauline Every
2020-21	 Pauline Every,
	 Bev Mulcahy
2021- 22	 Ken Hunt,
	 Pauline Every
2022-23	 Pauline Every,
	 Narelle Milligan
2023-24	 Narelle Milligan,
	 Pauline Every,
	 Karen Quinn
2024-25	 Karen Quinn

NSW and ACT Assoc. 
Delegate
2014-25	 Clive Smith
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PROJECTS
Many projects resulted in publications which are detailed below.
Projects that were begun, finished, or are ongoing in this last decade are: 
Port Macquarie Bibliographical Data Base, an ongoing project, began in 2011, and was renamed 
Port Macquarie’s People in 2020. Rex Toomey was the creator of the database, and many 
members of the society have transcribed records for the database.
During Covid-19 partial lockdown, Clive Smith asked if members would transcribe Convict Cards 
into a spreadsheet. Several of our members volunteered. 
When Martyn Killion, State Archives and Records, asked PMDFHS if we’d be interested in 
undertaking the task of photographing and transcribing the Small Debts Register for Port Macquarie, 
1845-1879, Sue Brindley volunteered to lead the project which ran from 2018-2020. Members 
transcribed the photos into a database. Upon completion the data and photos were returned to State 
Archives and Records.
Port Macquarie-Hastings Rates Books 1890-1934 was a project undertaken by Rex Toomey and 
Yvonne Toomey. They located the tomes in the basement of Wauchope Library and spent many 
hours photographing the pages. Again, members of the society transcribed them. The project was 
offered to Ancestry in 2025, when they appealed to societies to suggest data that they could access.
Designed to identify and document the female convicts who were in Port Macquarie, our Society 
began the Forget-me-not Project in 2022. In conjunction with this, members of our Society and 
other members of the wider community created dozens of beautiful hand-embroidered convict 
bonnets. Trysha Hanly, Margaret Blight, Clive Smith and David Hanly embraced this project.
In 2024, Anne Powell noticed that Footsteps had not been indexed, so she volunteered her expertise 
to tackle this mammoth task.

PUBLICATIONS
From 2015-2019 Clive Smith undertook the task of updating the Port Macquarie Gaol Break-up 
publication. This evolved into the book, Port Macquarie Last Convicts which was launched in 
March 2020. The project was given a $2000 Grant from Create NSW through the RAHS, and the 
publication won the prestigious Mander Jones Award from the Australian Society of Archivists.
In March 2018, Lisa Intemann, Deputy Mayor, launched Port Macquarie-Hastings Cemetery Trail 
in the Historic Cemetery in Gordon Street. It was supported by the Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
as part of the 2018 Bicentenary Project. Trysha Hanly and David Hanly spent hours researching the 
people and photographing the headstones in our cemeteries in the district to produce an informative 
and delightful book.
Tile Tales: Stories behind the names on the front wall of the Port Macquarie Memorial Olympic 
Swimming Pool was also launched in 2018. Yvonne Toomey’s project of researching the people who 
donated £5 for a tile took seven years to research. Yvonne called upon many volunteers to assist her 
– a main one being Keith Uptin, past owner of Port Macquarie News. Mayor Peta Pinson launched 
the book at CC Mac Adams centre on 2 July 2018. Neil Porter, the Vice-President of the Rotary 
Club of Port Macquarie and State Member for Port Macquarie, Leslie Williams, addressed the 
audience with the theme of communities working together to make a difference.
Rowdy Voices and Quiet Whispers was launched at St Thomas Anglican Church in February 2024. 
The publication team was led by Trysha Hanly. The book features stories of 75 female convicts in 
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the Female Factory here. There is also a register identifying and describing each of the 370 female 
convicts in Port Macquarie. A grant was received from The Royal Australian Historical Society. 
Margaret Blight and her team enhanced the launch by displaying the bonnets which were made for 
each female convict whose story appeared in the book. The bonnets were subsequently displayed 
in the library in March 2024 for Heritage Month.

HERITAGE WEEK /PORT MACQUARIE-HASTINGS HERITAGE FESTIVAL  
PART OF THE NATIONAL TRUST HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Heritage Week in April was an educational experience for our members and the public. Workshops 
have attracted new members, particularly the ‘Beginners’ Course’ run in 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. 
Douglas Vale was a popular venue to open the week-long events for many years. Assisting attendees, 
our PMDFHS members, were always obvious in our yellow shirts.
Sensational Seniors Expo in Seniors’ Week was another opportunity to spread the family history 
obsession. From 2017 to 2020, our table at the Expo was run by our many volunteers. 
A four-week ‘Beginners’ Course’ on Wednesday afternoons at the library was begun in 2018, and 
this has continued to be held each year to the present. Proving to be very popular, from 2023 a 
follow-up ‘Next Steps Course’ was begun, which this year has been extended to seven weeks. 

NATIONAL HISTORY MONTH 
This has been recognised by our society for many years. In 2016, Robyn Denley and Steve Ford 
ran an all-day session. In 2017, we reached out to Laurieton, Wauchope and Port Macquarie 
libraries and held two-and-a-half-hour seminars. We also held a Fair at Panthers in 2017. We held a 
beginners’ seminar and a Trove Fun Day in the library in 2018. Kerry Farmer led us for an all-day 
seminar in 2019. 

ODDS AND ENDS
•	 Society Shirts were updated with change from a yellow polo shirt to a blue tailored shirt in 2017.
•	 Our Society nominated Gwen Grimmond for the 2017 Australia Day Senior Citizen of the year 

in the Port Macquarie/Hastings area.
•	 Society Coffee Mugs with Society name and logo were available for $12.00 in November 2017.

Douglas Vale visit, 4 October 2017
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•	 In January 2018, Society member, Emeritus Professor Noeline Kyle was recognised in the 
Australia Day Honours with the award of Member (AM) in the General Division of the Order of 
Australia for her significant service to history.

SENSATIONAL SENIORS EXPO
This was an annual event held in Seniors’ Week and is organised by the local council. In 2015 and 
each year from 2017 to 2019, our Society has had a stand at Panthers’ Auditorium.

STATE ARCHIVES VISITS
Visits were organised for groups of our members to NSW State Records and Archives at Kingswood 
in Western Sydney in 2017-2019, 2021, 2023 and 2025.

‘GRANNY, NOT GOOGLE’ 
As part of our endeavour to involve the younger generations in family history, Jennifer Mullin, 
Margaret Blight and Diane Gillespie visited St Columba secondary department to witness their 
‘Granny, not Google’ programme, and the presentation of their work based around the topic: ‘How 
my ancestors’ past experiences have influenced me.’

VOLUNTEERS’ MORNING TEAS
Volunteers’ morning teas have been held regularly each year. Initially they were held at one venue 
but in recent years this has developed into several morning teas held at a variety of venues.

ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
The 2015 Annual Conferences of the NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc was 
hosted by our Society. The theme chosen by the committee was ‘Journey of Discovery’ and there 
were 222 registrants at the conference which was held at Panthers. 
The planned 2021 Conference which our Society also hosted was interrupted by the Covid-19 
pandemic and associated restrictions. With the theme of ‘With Conviction … beyond reasonable 
doubt’, we adapted to a fully virtual conference. At the peak of the day’s events there were over 400 
attendees on Zoom, with a consistent 50 all day on YouTube.

State Archives visit, 2019
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I’ve Been There
Diane Gillespie

From the sweeping red dust plains of Western NSW to the soft 
green rolling mist-covered hills of Tipperary — I’ve been there.

The Highlands and Islands of the north of Scotland where the wind 
whispers softly through slopes of purple heather, interspersed with 
the golden gorse — I’ve been there.
From ancient towns with narrow, winding streets and imposing stone 
edifices to the expansive harbour of Cobh — I’ve been there.
The rural vistas dotted with farmers manually planting rice by hand 
to crowded cities where everyone is bustling to and fro, carrying 
seemingly impossible loads on black bicycles — I’ve been there.
From the mallee scrub where great rivers rise overnight to flood 
or recede into mosquito-riddled puddles to the ivy-covered silent 
sentinels in English churchyards where the remains of ancestors lie 
— I’ve been there.
From imposing cathedrals in tiny towns to the heart-breaking 
decaying ruins of Athenry – the legacy of Cromwell — I’ve been 
there. 
Viewing locations from a family historian’s perspective has allowed 
me a unique vision of the world in which we live.
Would that I could traverse the dimension of time to truly walk arm 
in arm with those who have come before me. To follow in their 
footsteps as they go about their ordinary lives, to peek over their 
shoulders as they prepare dinner or wipe the sweat from their brow 
as they pause in ploughing a field or gather kelp to burn for lime or 
struggle with irons and long sea voyages, would be truly magical.
I have encountered miners, farmers, ag labs, travellers, publicans, 
fishermen, wheelwrights, farriers and labourers, a japanner, soldiers 
and sailors. Some that were solid, church-going citizens. Others that 
ran afoul of the law – either through their own doing or through bad 
luck.
I owe my existence to so many individuals who came together 
striving to make a better life for themselves and their families. I hope 
I do them justice living my life in the 21st century.
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The Quiet Public Servant
Peter Day

Claude AI assisted with the editing of this story.

June 1932: Southport, Queensland. 
  The quiet Monday afternoon in Henry Wilson’s dental 

surgery shattered when the primus stove exploded. The 20lb 
vulcaniser atop it hurled into the air, pieces flying across the 
room. Apprentice dental mechanic Frank Day looked up from 
repairing dentures as the stove’s legs punched through an inch 
of pine flooring. Luckily for Henry and Frank — and their 
future children! — the only injury was a minor one to Wilson’s 
shoulder.2

April 1941: Tobruk, Libya. 
    Air raid sirens blared over the 2/3 Field Ambulance dental 
unit. ‘Not again,’ Staff Sergeant Frank Day sighed. ‘That’s the 
third time today. And I thought that primus explosion was bad!’ 
He looked at his Commanding Officer, who nodded. Adopting 
his best sergeant’s voice, Frank bellowed ‘Everyone out! To the 
tunnels!’3

Francis Oliver Day was born in 1912 in Toowoomba, the third child of Henry Day, a railway fettler, 
and his wife Sarah, née Heilbronn.4 The family moved to Worongary in the Gold Coast hinterland 
about 1924, where Henry continued his railway duties. After completing his primary education at 
Merrimac State School, Frank was apprenticed to Southport dentist Henry Wilson in 1928 as a dental 
technician.5 During his apprenticeship, which concluded in 1932, he learnt to make custom-made 
restorative and dental appliances, including dentures. Frank was still repairing his own dentures 
up until his last days. Wilson sold his practice in 1933, and Frank became employed by another 
Southport dentist, Norman Watts. When he left Watts’s employ in 1937 to move to Murwillumbah, 

Intersection at Nerang Street, Southport, c. 1938.1
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just across the border in New South Wales, he received a good 
reference which noted he was ‘quiet’, a trait which continued 
throughout his life. It would test him with exploding stoves and 
air raid sirens — moments demanding a sergeant’s commanding 
voice — but Frank remained more of a listener than a talker.
Unsurprisingly for a teenager and young adult, Frank spent much 
of his leisure time in the 1930s engaged in sport. In 1930, he joined 
the Militia.6 Curiously, he put his age up to join; he would have had 
to wait only six months to legally join. Even more curiously, the 
militia commander was his employer, Henry Wilson, who would 
have been aware of his true age.7 Clearly no one cared about this. 
His elder brother, Henry, joined about the same time. Much of 
Frank’s militia time was spent engaging in shooting competitions 
and playing rugby league; he represented his battalion in both.
Frank also took up surf lifesaving, gaining his bronze medallion 
in 1935 with the Southport Surf Life Saving Club.9 He later 
transferred to the Burleigh Heads club and was part of an 
instructional team from that club which toured North Queensland 
in April 1939. He enjoyed travelling to these activities, as well as 
work, on his motorbike.
When World War II broke out in September 1939, Frank was quick to enlist, being well-prepared by 
his militia service. He joined the Australian Army on 3 November 1939,10 as did his brother Henry. 
Given his trade, Frank was assigned to a field hospital as a dental mechanic, whilst Henry went to 
the infantry. This was ironic given that Frank, whilst not the best shot in his militia battalion, was a 
much better marksman than Henry.
After initial training, Frank travelled on the Queen Mary in 1940 to Scotland where his division was 
stationed to help repel any German invasion. Following further training in Palestine in early 1941, 
his division first saw action in Libya. They were forced to retreat to Tobruk by the Germans, arriving 
there in early April 1941. For the next eight months, the combined British forces endured the now 
famous Siege of Tobruk, holding up the German advance on the 
key transport corridor of the Suez Canal and depriving them of 
an important port. The German propagandist, ‘Lord Haw-Haw’ 
(William Joyce) derisively referred to the British garrison as the 
‘rats of Tobruk’, a sobriquet happily taken up by the survivors 
when they formed the Rats of Tobruk Association in 1944. 
Brother Henry was also at Tobruk for the siege.
In 1943, Frank returned to Australia and was sent to Milne Bay, 
Papua New Guinea. He came back to Australia in 1944 and was 
demobilised in September 1945.
Like all his fellow veterans, Frank was keen to return to civilian 
life and make up for what he had missed by six years of war. 
He resumed his trade as a dental mechanic at Southport, where 
he met Iris Mulcahy, also a dental technician. They married in 
1947 and had three children, Peter, Adrian and Lesley.11 At his 

Frank astride his BSA M20 bike, late 
1930s.8 
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memorial service, they paid tribute, saying ‘he was always there for us, and any request or favour 
was given, no questions asked.’ In later life, Frank and Iris unfortunately drifted apart and they 
divorced about 1976.
Frank became a keen fisherman and joined the Southport Amateur Fishing Club. Much excitement 
accompanied his return home one evening in the mid-1950s with a jewfish larger than the ones that 
got away!
Frank’s leadership abilities first became evident during the war, being promoted to Sergeant in 
February 1940, just three months after enlisting, and then to Staff Sergeant later that month. As 
a leader, in keeping with his quiet nature, Frank was more of a doer than a speechmaker. These 
abilities saw him take an active role in the fishing club’s leadership team, holding multiple positions 
including captain and president in the 1950s.12 Not a fisher herself, Iris was nevertheless roped into 
the Club’s social activities.
Frank’s success in leading the fishing club then saw him take on similar roles in organisations 
reflecting his military experience. He became active in the Returned Services League in the 1960s, 
holding multiple positions in the Southport sub-branch including vice-president and presiding over 
Anzac Day dawn services. He also was active in the Southport RSL Services Club, again holding 
multiple positions including president. He was treasurer of the Rats of Tobruk Association Gold 
Coast sub-branch. His close association with the services club saw Frank leave dentistry in 1967 to 
become its full-time manager.
For his significant service, Frank was awarded life membership of the Southport Amateur Fishing 
Club, of the Services Club in 1979 and of the Returned Services League in 1986.13

Frank was also involved in other associations, including the Boy Scouts and the Queensland Sub-
Normal Children’s Welfare Association (now the Endeavour Foundation). Following his retirement 
in 1974, he was a welfare officer for Legacy, helping veterans in need of assistance.
In 1997, Frank’s second heart attack saw him hospitalised. After a few days, his will to live seemed 
to desert him and he died in hospital.14 His funeral attracted a large gathering to commemorate his 
lifetime of public service; 87 signed the memorial register. His remains were cremated, and his 
children scattered the ashes in the Nerang River at one of his favourite fishing spots, the site of the 
old Jubilee Bridge – where he caught that jewfish.
1	 Photographer unknown, ‘Intersection at Nerang Street, Southport’, State Library of Queensland, https://collections.

slq.qld.gov.au/viewer/IE288660.
2	 ‘Southport: Kerosene Explodes’, Brisbane Courier, 10 August 1932, p15.
3	 Unlike the previous incident, this is fictional. However, it is based on historical facts: there were multiple Axis air 

raids daily at the time and the Allied forces did use the below-ground defensive positions built by the Italians as 
shelter, leading Lord Haw Haw to label them ‘rats’, as noted later in the story.

4	 Qld State Government, Family History Research Service, abstracts, reg. no. 1912/C/13188.
5	 Francis Oliver Day and Henry J. Wilson, Apprenticeship Indenture, 5 January 1928, Southport, original held by 

author.
6	 National Archives of Australia, Army Militia Service Records, 1901-1940, series B4747, Day/Francis Oliver.
7	 ‘Mayor H. J. Wilson’, South Coast Bulletin (Southport), 7 April 1933, p6.
8	 Except as noted, the originals of all photos are held by family members, copies held by author.
9	 ‘Surf Life Savers’, South Coast Bulletin (Southport), 1 February 1935, p4.
10	National Archives of Australia, Second Australian Imperial Force Personnel Dossiers, 1939-1947, series B883, 

dossier QX6506. This is also the source for Frank’s movements during WWII.
11	Qld Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Francis Oliver Day and Iris May Constance Mulcahy, Certificate 

of Marriage 7 April 1947, registration number 1947/B/12093.

https://collections.slq.qld.gov.au/viewer/IE288660
https://collections.slq.qld.gov.au/viewer/IE288660
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The Saga of an Obituary
Rex Toomey

When I’m doing research for my family history, 
There’s one thing that can really help unlock the mystery; 
They’re better than certificates or headstones on a grave: 

Obituaries in newspapers are what I really crave.
Now ‘obits’ can have lots of things to give a person life, 

They often list the children’s names and hopefully the wife; 
But what annoys me most of all and really gets me down 

Is when a woman’s name is shown as simply ‘Mrs Brown’.
And then there are the obits when the person doesn’t die, 

They’ve ‘gone to meet their maker’ on a cloud up in the sky; 
They sometimes ‘leave this mortal coil’ and often ‘pass away’, 

But just how ‘Grim’ the ‘Reaper’ is, I guess I needn’t say.
But if you need a hearty laugh, check obits long ago, 

They mourn the dead in language that has such a flowery glow; 
You wonder if that person really was so loved in life 

When later on you find how many times they got in strife.
Yet still I seek the obits as they often hold some clues 

Of where a person came from and of dates that I can use; 
So don’t forget to check them out whenever time permits. 
You’ll never know what you will find in wonderful obits.

So now I wish that many years go past before I find 
An obit that I don’t expect and one that blows my mind; 

It’s one that is inevitable and one I can’t postpone; 
Of course you know the one I mean, the obit that’s my own.

12	Details of the positions Frank held in various organisations are taken from the letter by J Enderlin, Secretary, 
Southport Sub-Branch RSL, to the Secretary, South Eastern Districts RSL, of 21 July 1985 nominating Frank for 
RSL life membership, copy held by author.

13	Southport RSL Services Club, Certificate of Life Membership Francis O. Day, 18 March 1979, original held by 
author.

	 Returned Services League of Australia, Certificate of Life Membership F. O. Day, 16 June 1986, original held by 
author.

14	‘Death and Funeral Notices’, Gold Coast Bulletin, 16-17 August 1997, p106.
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I was just a toddler when I met Mrs Morton. I have no memory of her: no face, no voice, no 
colours or smells, no emotions. She lived on her own and she was quite old, I know that much, 

and I called her Mawmaw. She lived up the road from us, and my mother and I used to visit her 
regularly. I have a vague idea of where her house once stood.
We came to know Mrs Morton through my father, who worked for the Bank of New South Wales. 
She was a client of his, in what capacity I do not know. This was in the days before online banking, 
so perhaps he carried out her private banking transactions. I feel that both my mother and my father 
developed a personal relationship with her, although perhaps more so my mother.
We were living in Cronulla, Sydney, at the time, having moved there not long after I was born, 
from the northern country town of Grafton. My mother had lived her whole life in and around 
Lismore on the Far North Coast. Although she had travelled twice to the UK, as a child, to visit her 
grandparents, she otherwise had not ventured far from northern NSW. It was the late 1950s, and 
at the time Cronulla was just a sleepy beachside suburb, probably a lot smaller than Grafton and 
Lismore, but it was part of a much bigger city, and my mother undoubtedly rode a roller coaster of 
emotions as she adjusted to her new life in the big smoke.
I imagine one of the hardest things for her was the fact that she was no longer living relatively close 
to her parents. Mum was an only child and was very close to both her parents. I’m sure she missed 
them terribly.
Mrs Morton, an older lady who lived nearby, possibly became like a mother to Mum. Whether or 
not that was the case, I feel as though Mum enjoyed her company, and it was probably a comfort to 

A Lady in Pink
Pam Moodie

Reproduced with permission, Schuler Auktionen, https://www.
schulerauktionen.ch/de/items/156-5197-figurengruppe?category

=dekoratives-kunsthandwerk.

https://www.schulerauktionen.ch/de/items/156-5197-figurengruppe?category=dekoratives-kunsthandwerk
https://www.schulerauktionen.ch/de/items/156-5197-figurengruppe?category=dekoratives-kunsthandwerk
https://www.schulerauktionen.ch/de/items/156-5197-figurengruppe?category=dekoratives-kunsthandwerk
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her to have someone close by to visit. I remember visiting Mrs Morton with Mum. As a little child, 
I probably gave Mrs Morton some joy, and she probably gave Mum some support. They usually 
shared a cuppa and a chat. I have an inkling of what I did while they were enjoying their tea.
Mrs Morton had quite a large porcelain figurine: a woman wearing a long, flowing gown playing 
the piano and a man standing beside her playing the violin. His hat rests on top of the piano, and a 
dog sits obediently beside it. The whole piece is quite intricate and evocative of an era of classical 
music and dress. It always fascinated me and I probably spent much of my time at Mrs Morton’s 
house gazing at this fine piece of work, and imagining the lives of the people it depicted.
The story goes that late one night Dad received a phone call from Mrs Morton, who seemed quite 
distressed. She had been getting slower, and more feeble, and had made the decision to move into 
a nursing home. Her health was probably declining. She had already made plans, which my father 
probably knew about, and had recently informed her housekeeper. The problem was, Mrs Morton 
now suspected her housekeeper of treachery. A few small items seemed to have disappeared from 
Mrs Morton’s home, and she felt the housekeeper was to blame. Mrs Morton was very upset, and 
insisted that my father go to see her.
Later that night he returned, walking very slowly and steadily and carrying a cardboard box. Inside 
was the lovely porcelain figurine. Mrs Morton had gifted it to Mum. That figurine took pride of 
place in our china cabinet when I was growing up. I could gaze at it as often as I desired. I’m not 
sure if the allegations against the housekeeper were true, but I do know that Dad carried the figurine 
back to our house late one night, and from then on it belonged to us. Which is why that lady in her 
pretty pink dress silently plays the piano in my house now. 

Guidelines for Borrowing  
PMDFHS Books

Over the past 37 or so years PMDFHS has accumulated and maintained a varied and valuable 
collection of books relevant to our members’ needs. 
The catalogue may be viewed at: https://www.pmdfhs.org.au/resources.html. Members may 
borrow these books which are found in the Local Studies/Family History Room at the Port 
Macquarie Hastings Library.
To borrow these books, you must have a Port Macquarie Hastings Library card and your green 
PMDFHS membership card for 2025-2026. Initially, you need to show both cards to library 
staff at the front desk and ask them to update your borrowing status. Following that process 
you will then be able to use the self-checkout service. 
The borrowing period is in line with the library policy. However, only one book from the 
PMDFHS library may be borrowed at a time. To make returning easier for yourself, and 
library staff, please use one of the borrowing bookmarks available on the shelves.
Enjoy your library!

https://www.pmdfhs.org.au/resources.html
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These books were accessioned 8 November 2025. 
The list shows only the title. They are located in the Local Studies/Family History Room of the 
Port Macquarie Library. 
Canowindra General Cemetery: including All Saints Anglican Church & Memorials.
Casino: West Street Cemetery.
Casino: West Street Cemetery, Catholic Burials.
Casino: Casino & District Pioneers pre 1900.
Dungog General Cemetery: Anglican & Uniting Sections & Christ Church & Uniting Church 
Columbarium Niches Vol 1.
Emu Plains General Cemetery.
Gore Hill Cemetery: The Angels’ Walk.
Jamberoo: Early Cemeteries.
Kyogle Cemetery.
Manildra General Cemetery: including Cumnock, Yeoval, Garra, Baldry, Reedy Creek & Belubula 
(Canowindra).
Molong General Cemetery: including Amaroo & Boomey Creeks & Lone Graves.
Parramatta: Mays Hill Cemeteries. 
Parramatta: St John’s. 
Parramatta Pioneer Register: Foundation to Federation.
Parramatta: St Patrick’s.
Parramatta: Western Road Cemetery Unmarked Graves.
Pioneers of Granville.
Point Clare Cemetery: Church of England.
Point Clare Cemetery: General Lawn Sections 1-3.
Point Clare Cemetery: Roman Catholic.
Rouse Hill Cemetery: including Mile End Road Cemetery.
Rylstone Cemetery.
Scone Town Memorials.
Wamberal Cemetery: Monumental Inscriptions & Unmarked Graves Volume 2.
Wamberal Cemetery: Monumental Inscriptions & Unmarked Graves Volume 3.
Wamberal Cemetery: Monumental Inscriptions & Unmarked Graves Volume 4.
West of the Range Cemeteries: Baryulgil, Bonalbo, Drake, Fairfield-Drake, Lionsville, Lunatic 
Gully, Mallanganee, Millera Flat, Old Bonalbo, Paddy’s Flat, Petty Gully, Sandilands, Sandy Hills 
& Poverty Point, Tabulum & Plains Station, Tabulum New, Tabulum Old & Village Area, Tooloom, 
Woodenbong, Yulgilbar & Heifer Station.

Recent Library Accessions
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The following four magazines are available to borrow from Port Macquarie Public Library. Current 
issues should be displayed on the magazine shelves and are not available to borrow until the next 
issue arrives. Except for , they are available to view at Port Macquarie library. 
Reservations can be made to borrow any of the magazines. The library holds the magazines for two 
years before they are taken out of circulation.
Traces is an Australian quarterly magazine that focuses on Australian history and genealogy topics.
Who Do You Are is a UK magazine focusing on tracing family history and has behind the scenes 
stories from the BBC TV series; 13 issues per year.
Family Tree is a bi-monthly (six times a year) magazine published in the UK. It provides advice on 
a wide range of topics. It is available to view at Wauchope.
The Journal of One Name Studies is a quarterly magazine published by the Guild of One Name 
Studies containing news and articles written by Guild members on a wide variety of topics. 

Four Family History Magazines
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Members are encouraged to submit stories and articles. The theme for our next issue is 
‘My Miner or Railwayman Ancestor’. 

Deadline
The next edition of Footsteps will be published in February 2026. The deadline for 
contributions is 15 January 2025. 
Contributions should be submitted to the Editor, footstepseditor.pmdfhs@gmail.com.

Length
Articles should be limited to between 1500-1550 words with up to four photos, or up to 
1800 words without photos. Please submit as Microsoft Word or RTF and keep formatting 
to a minimum.

Photographs
Images should be .jpg or .png files. Depending on the size of the image, a graphic file 
should be about 1MB. 

References
It is always important when researching to cite your references and sources. When 
inserting the references or sources, please use numbers i.e., 1, 2, 3, etc. (not Roman 
numerals) and place them as endnotes, i.e., at the end of the article; not footnotes, which 
occur at the bottom of the page.
Copyright
Stories that are submitted for publication in Footsteps should generally be the work of 
the person submitting the story. If the writing is not the work of the submitter, please seek 
permission from the original author where possible, and indicate the source of the work 
when the article is submitted.
All contributions are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated and no portion of 
this journal may be reproduced without written permission of the Society. The views 
expressed by authors and contributors to Footsteps are not necessarily those of the Society.

Members whose articles are published in Footsteps,  
will have their names included in a draw in May the 
following year. The person whose name is drawn 

will receive a one-year PMDFHS membership.

Footsteps Contributions

mailto:footstepseditor.pmdfhs%40gmail.com?subject=
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Member Benefits
Membership in the Society provides:
Footsteps
Subscription to the Society’s Journal, published four times a year: February, May, August and 
November.
InfoEmail
Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have provided an 
email address. If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the 
InfoEmails are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. 
Research Support Groups
The Society provides interested members with a number of support groups to assist with their 
research endeavours and interests. Coordinated by member volunteers with both a particular 
interest and expertise in the area, these groups offer both practical and procedural research support, 
resources and advice. The groups also provide members with opportunities to discuss issues and 
solve problems, particular to their area of interest. 
Current groups are: 
  •  Ancestry/Family Tree Maker Group		  •  FamilySearch Group
  •  Convict Studies Group				    •  Research Support Group
  •  DNA Support Group					     •  Writers’ Support Group
The Groups are held at Port Macquarie-Hastings Library, in the Library Meeting Room. For more 
information and meeting times, see: https://pmdfhs.org.au/member-support-groups.html.
Monthly Meetings
The Society meets on the second Saturday of the month, except January. Guest speakers and 
afternoon tea are included. For more information, see https://pmdfhs.org.au/about-us.html.
Society Collection
The Society holds an extensive collection of family history resources at the Local Studies/Family 
History Room in the Port Macquarie Hastings Library. These CDs, microfiche, microfilm reels and 
much more, cover a wide variety of subjects. Most material is available on open-shelf, with other 
resources restricted to members of the Society.
Discounted Publications
The Society has a number of publications for sale and members receive a discount on some titles.
Social Events
BBQs, theatre outings, movies and dinners are organised throughout the year.

Membership Fees Renewals New Members*
Payable 1 July each year 1 July-30 June 1 Jan-30 June

Single $30 $35 $20
Family $40 $45 $25
Footsteps Journal
4 issues per year.

Included in membership fees
$15 per year for non-members

* Includes $5.00 joining fee. 

www.pmdfhs.org.au
https://pmdfhs.org.au/member-support-groups.html
https://pmdfhs.org.au/about-us.html
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Title Member 
Price

Normal 
Price

Weight

*Port Macquarie’s Last Convicts; The story of the end of the convict 
establishment in 1847 204 pages, soft cover $18 $20 737g

*Tile Tales; Stories behind the names on the front wall of the Port 
Macquarie Swimming Pool 752 pages, hard cover $60 $60 2kg

*Cemetery Trail; Port Macquarie – Hastings Full colour, 224 pages  
(glove box sized) $27 $30 425g

*Rowdy Voices & Quiet Whispers 324 pages, soft cover $30 $30 770g
Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for Writing a Life Story  
A5 booklet, 16 pages $3 $3 25g

Starting Your Family History A5 booklet, 20 pages $3 $3 30g
Pedigree Chart and Family Group Sheets 
1 chart, 16 group sheets, A5 booklet, 40 pages $5 $5 54g

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: Runaways, Robbers & 
Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 1796-1825.  
(CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families (CD-ROM) $17 $20 n/a
Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 1821-1826,  
(CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & Images (CD-ROM) $8 $12 n/a
Postage Australia Wide
All CD-ROM prices include postage.
Up to 250g (Large Letter) $5 Holds one book only
250g to 500g (Large letter/package) $12
Over 500g (prepaid satchel) $18 Holds several books

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several books, 
calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. 

Overseas/Collect 
For ALL overseas rates, or to collect items instead of paying postage, please contact the Secretary. 
Online
Publications marked * can be purchased via our website, credit card only: https://www.pmdfhs.org.
au/publications.html. 
By mail
An order form is also available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au. Please complete and send with your 
payment to: The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. PO Box 1359, 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444.
Cheques and money orders should be made payable to Port Macquarie & Districts Family History 
Society Inc. Alternatively, please send an email to secretary.pmdfhs@gmail.com to obtain the 
Society’s banking details to direct deposit into our account. Pre-payment is required before orders 
are sent; however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced.

Publications for Sale

https://pmdfhs.org.au/publications.html
https://pmdfhs.org.au/publications.html
http://
mailto:secretary.pmdfhs%40gmail.com?subject=

