
  

 

NEWSFLASH 

IN THIS EDITION: 

Prizes to be won! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Happy Family History Month! 
 
Welcome to this special Family History Month ediƟon.  

 

On the following pages you’ll read about the many prizes that 
can be won—over $4,000 worth of books, DNA tests, conference, 
and subscripƟons. Register for the Opening or Closing Ceremo-
nies at the AFFHO website to be in the running to win! 

 

Join us at 6pm AEST, 1 August for the Family History Month 
Opening Ceremony to celebrate our community! We’ll discover 
the 2024 Nick Vine Hall Award winners and hear about the prizes 
on offer throughout the month! 

 
We are also honoured to have Heather Garnsey OAM & Shauna 
Hicks OAM discuss their experiences of volunteering and contrib-
uƟng to family history. 

 

Don’t forget to publish your events on the AFFHO website and 
have a wonderful Family History Month! 

 

~ Sonya 

 

 

 

 

1 | AFFHO NEWSFLASH — August, 2024 

MyHeritage Special Deal  

5-9 August 2024 

 

Family History Month! 

Opening Ceremony! 



  

 

FAMILY HISTORY MONTH  
1—31 August 2024 
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In 2024, Family History Month's theme is 
"Family as a Community - Together We Can 
Achieve So Much More". This year’s theme 
focuses on how we are part of a bigger com-
munity, despite much of our family history 
research being a solo endeavour. It is an op-
portunity to celebrate amazing members of 
our community, who have contributed so 
much to family history research's develop-
ment as well as a chance to share ideas for 
how we can all support family history re-
search. The theme honours the central role 
family history organisaƟons and socieƟes 
play in progressing our beloved pasƟme.  

Save the Date for the Opening (1 August) and 
Closing (31 August) Ceremonies and don’t 
forget there are prizes to be won! 

Don’t forget to submit 
your events on the brand 

new AFFHO website! 
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OPENING CEREMONY 
Celebrating our Community! 

Discover the amazing prizes on offer 
in 2024! 
 

Learn the winners of the Nick Vine 
Hall Awards for 2024! 
 
Hear from recent Medal of the Order 
of Australia recipients Heather 
Garnsey and Shauna Hicks about 
their experiences and contribuƟons 
to the family history community! 
 

Discuss projects and acƟviƟes that 
you can contribute to as a family his-
torian! 

Register at the AFFHO Website! 



  

 

 Family History Month Prizes: 
 

 4 x 12-month MyHeritage Complete Subscriptions 
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AƩendees at the Opening and Closing Ceremonies have the 
chance of winning one of two 12-month Ancestry UK Heritage 
Plus subscripƟons or an AncestryDNA kit (two available). That's 

hundreds of dollars of prizes to the lucky winners!  
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Family History Month Prize: 

 

1 NZSG annual membership! 
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Family History Month Prizes: 

 
- 2 x Ɵckets to the Society's "Wills & Probate Virtual Confer-
ence" on Saturday 23rd November (recordings available if una-
ble to aƩend live) 

- 1 x 3-volume series of the "Women of Colonial Australia" 
books 

- 2 x Ɵckets to the online workshop "WriƟng Family History" 
with Dr BeƩy O'Neill (not recorded - aƩendees must aƩend 
live)  

- 2 x 1-year Society of Australian Genealogists membership  
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Family History Month Prizes: 

 
¨ 2 genealogy e-books (worth $50 and $100) and 

¨ 2 "Unlock the Past" publicaƟons ($50 and $100) 
 

Gould Genealogy & History 
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Family History Month Prizes: 
¨ A copy of the book "Family History for Beginners and Be-

yond" and a 12-month digital subscripƟon to the Society's 
award-winning journal "The Ancestral Searcher".  

 
Family History ACT 

9 | AFFHO NEWSFLASH — August 2024 



  

 

Family History Month Prizes: 

 
¨ 12-month Pro subscripƟon and a 1-month Pro subscripƟon  

 
 

FindMyPast 
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AFFHO PRIZES 
2 x annual memberships* 

*non-existing members 
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Do you know of a small family history society wanting to connect with fellow socie-
ties? Are you an organisation focused on genealogy, heraldry, or family history? 
Would you like to be able to post your events on the AFFHO webpage? Do you want 
to win the prestigious "Nick Vine Hall Award" for your amazing society journal? 
 
As part of Family History Month, AFFHO is pleased to announce that we are offering 
two FREE annual memberships to societies (not already members of AFFHO).  

To apply, please email president@affho.org with your interest. The winners will be 
announced at the Closing Ceremony on 31 August!  
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Check out the brand new AFFHO website at www.aĭo.org 
and log your Family History Month Events! 



  

 



  

 

 

AFFHO Special Deal 

50% off OmniPlan 

5-9 August 2024 

 
The AFFHO Mailing List will receive an email on  

5 August with a special link to get the deal. 

 
Please share with your members! 
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GPO Box 1394, Canberra, ACT, 2601 www.aĭo.org Contact: president@aĭo.org 

Membership 

Full membership is open to any organisaƟon based in Australasia, which saƟsfies the Council it is primarily concerned 
with family history, genealogy, heraldry or allied subjects. 

Associate membership is open to any organisaƟon which saƟsfies the Council that it is interested in family history, gene-
alogy, heraldry or allied subjects. 

 

Mission Statement 

The Australasian FederaƟon of Family History OrganisaƟons (AFFHO) aims to promote, preserve, and foster the study 
of family history, genealogy, and related subjects in Australia and New Zealand. AFFHO aims to support its member 
organisaƟons in their pursuit of family history research by providing resources, networking opportuniƟes, and educa-
Ɵonal programs. AFFHO will advocate on behalf of member organisaƟons to address arising challenges. AddiƟonal-
ly, AFFHO seeks to raise awareness of the importance of family history and genealogy in preserving cultural 
heritage and understanding individual and collecƟve idenƟƟes.  

 

AFFHO Council  

Sonya Russell NSW  

Vacant  

Peter Forrestal WA 

Fay Carbis QLD  

Vacant NT  

David Ballinger SA 

Robyn Gibson TAS  

Michele Rainger ACT  

Jacqueline van Bergen VIC  

Trisha Dunn NZ 

Gail Hanger  

Jenny Harkness  

Kay Ryan 

 

President  

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

 

Councillor 

Councillor  

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor  

NSW/ACT AssociaƟon RepresentaƟve  

VAFHO AssociaƟon RepresentaƟve 

QLD AssociaƟon RepresentaƟve 

June Penny  

Vacant  

Shauna Hicks  

Vacant 

Public Officer and Archivist 

NaƟonal Family History Month Coordinator 

Nick Vine Hall Award Coordinator 

NewsFlash Editor 

AFFHO Officers 
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